
Spunky came to us as 

an adorable 8- week old 

Border Collie mix.  He was 

great with people and loved 

other dogs.  He made super 

friends of rescued dogs 

Champ and Reese - while he 

waited for the perfect family.  

Sadly, Spunky was over looked 

again and again.  

We enrolled him in our 

8-week New Leash on Life 

program, with him doing 

great! Two weeks into the 
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program, it happened.  

Spunky had finally found 

his home.  

After almost one 

full year of waiting, he 

headed to his forever 

home.   He now has a 

sister and a great mom 

and dad who love him.  

We could not be any 

happier ! 
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Presidentôs Corner 

Mark Schwarze  

     Hope all is well with you 

and yours.  Summer is almost 

here and we are excited 

about some changes here at RCHS.  First, Kelly 

Ivory, our Shelter Director for the last 3 years, has 

left to pursue another exciting opportunity.  Many 

of you know that Kelly has spent considerable 

time developing an effective transport system that 

brings animals to the doorstep of out-of-state 

adopters.  This has been extremely beneficial to 

RCHS, as it has allowed us to find more loving 

homes for our residents.  Safe and compassionate 

transports for animals are an extremely needed 

service in the work that we do.  Kelly has decided 

to take her transport business òHowl on Wheelsó 
to the next level and expand to a full-time business 

that serves multi-state rescues and humane socie-

ties.  There is no doubt that she will serve animals 

well in that role.  RCHS will most certainly use 

òHowl on Wheelsó as our preferred transport ser-

vice.   

     Many of you know that Kelly has been a huge 

asset to our organization.  She has streamlined and 

improved many of the shelter procedures, in-

creased adoptions, participated in community 

events, and worked successfully with the RCHS 

Board of Directors to accomplish our mis-

sion.  Kelly has already committed to being in-

volved with RCHS as a member and volun-

teer.  We are sad to see her go.  

      While we will miss Kelly, we are excited to 

announce Kayla Smith as our new Shelter Direc-

tor.  Her appointment began May 16.  Most of you 

know Kayla well, as she has been a volunteer and 

then an employee of RCHS for the past two 

years.  Kayla has served as the Assistant Director 

of RCHS for the past year and has provided our 

beloved residents much love, care, and compas-

sion.  We are confident that Kayla has the 

knowledge and motivation to continue to move 

the shelter in the right direction.  Look for a story 

on Kayla in this edition of the Paw Prints  

newsletter.   

      One final change is the hiring of Bill Cerase to re-

place Kayla as the Assistant Shelter Director.  Bill is a 

long-time volunteer and board member.  Currently, 

Bill serves as the Vice-President of RCHS.  Bill will be 

stepping down in his role as Vice-President and board 

member to take the position of Assistant Shelter Di-

rector.   

     Those of you who are familiar with Billõs contribu-

tions to the upkeep and maintenance of the facility and 

his keen sense of policies surrounding shelter best 

practices know that he will be invaluable in his new 

position. 

     We are excited about the future at RCHS and 

hope that you are too.  We have some great ideas for 

summer fundraisers and would love to see you at the 

next Membership Meeting.  Please feel free to contact 

me if you have any questions about the above changes 

or any other issues regarding RCHS. 

 



 

Kayla was born in Shreveport, Louisiana and grew up in Cape Coral, Florida. 

The family moved to Marshville, NC and has lived there for 10 years. Kayla cur-

rently lives in Pembroke, NC.  She has grown up with animals including dogs, cats, horses, and 

goats.  

 

While Kaylaõs entire family is animal lovers, she gives her uncle the most credit for her passion 

for animals. He taught her many veterinarian tech skills and how to properly care for all kinds 

of animals. She was raised around livestock and raised goats for nine years. She learned how 

to properly manage and operate her own business through the help of her uncle. With this 

knowledge, she was able to finish her Veterinarian Assistant degree.  

 

Kayla reports that she and the staff want to make a team effort to focus on three main goals ð 

enrichment of the animals, involving the community, and making the building aesthetically 

pleasing. Enrichment of the animals would include games and activities that would help keep 

their mind/body happy and healthy. This will have duel benefits of helping them become well 

rounded animals and keeping them from becoming bored or lonely. She is hoping with the 

combined effort of the community that we can bring awareness of the need of proper animal 

care, socializing animals, and increasing local adoptions.  

 

Kayla states that she is very excited to be working at the Robeson County Humane Society 

 
             Meet the New Shelter Director: K ayla Smith  

        By:  Mark Schwarze  

Kayla and Nala  



Shelter Director  

Kayla Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our rescues ð dogs and cats alike ð are enjoying the 

warmer weather.  We have pulled out the doggie pool 

and the water misters to help keep the dogs comforta-

ble in the coming summer heat.  

The cats continue to enjoy playing and sleeping in the 

donated hammocks.  

We have held several fund-raising events including the 

Bikes for Barks-Poker Run, Skate Night at Mr. Põs 

Skate World and our Annual Golf Tournament.  We 

are very appreciative to all those who supported and 

attended these new and old events.  

Since March 1st, we have accepted and completely vet-

ted 59 new animals.  We have been successful in find-

ing excellent homes that we believe match the person-

ality, characteristics, and needs of 41 of our animals.  

We are beyond pleased with our adopters and could 

not ask for a better support system.  

 With spring in the air, we have taken in a number of 

kittens ð all looking for that special home.   Please 

come out and look at them!  They are so adorable! 

We continue to transport the majority of our 

adopted dogs to wonderful forever homes in the 

northeast ð and good words are spreading.  We 

are receiving telephone calls and emails from 

friends of those who have experienced an out-

standing adoption from us. 

The community continues to support the      

Humane Societyõs shelter.  We could not func-

tion as well without their donations of funds and 

of items such as bleach, paper towels - and of 

course, dog and cat food. 

Our volunteers ð they are extremely gener-

ous with their time and money, so to that, we 

express sincere gratitude to those who are faith-

ful and consistently  present, ready to help. To 

those special volunteers who respond when 

emergencies arise  THANK YOU!- for we could 

not function properly without you.  We also 

want to extend a special thank you to our many 

social media, and wish list followers. 



Financial Report  

Marion Thompson  

Sometimes it may appear that we at the Robeson County Humane Society are always òbeggingó 

for money.  Please forgive us and understand that we continue to exist as a non-profit 501(c)3 

organization because of you, our contributors.  We receive under $3000 a year from government 

entities (City of Lumberton and Robeson County).  Everything else comes from the many individ-

uals, civic clubs and businesses that support our efforts on behalf of animals and adoption fees.  

Our fixed expensesñsalaries and utilitiesñaverage $6000 per month, more in the summer when 

the weather is so hot.  Our employees and volunteers strive to make every penny count, using 

every method possible to conserve energy and cut expenses while 

keeping our dogs and cats comfortable within the temperature limits 

pro- scribed by law.   

In addi- tion, our expenses for veterinary care (exams, treatment, vac-

cines, etc.) and supplies can easily run over $7000 per month.  This 

amount includes our costs for the NC low-cost spay/neuter program 

that we administer for qualified applicants.  We are normally reimbursed 

each quarter by the State of North Carolina for this low-cost pro-

gram, but it is never guaranteed.  The vet expenses also include spaying/neutering and all treat-

ment/shots/vaccines for our shelter animals.  Many of our shelter animals arrive with previously 

undetected/untreated medical issues which we must take care of prior to adoption. 

We have the normal maintenance costs (usually under $500 a month) for 

our grounds and aging building.   But we also have a leaky roof that needs 

to be replaced and termite damage that needs to be ad- dressed.  

And the list goes on. 

Please know that we strive to operate as efficiently as possi- ble.  Adop-

tion fees cover very little of the total cost of providing a tem- porary shel-

ter for adoptable cats and dogs.  And that is where our volun- teers and 

contributors come inñwe rely on the compassion and generosity of so many individuals, civic 

clubs, church groups and businesses.  Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!! 

Please  consider donating to help with our animals.  Any amount is  

appreciated! 



         Some of Our Residents That Found  

      Their Fur -ever Home  


